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Open source software is gaining popularity also in applications for health and healthcare. Not only Linux servers are running database applications and web servers, but also health-specific applications are being developed as opensource programs and systems. Depending on the specific user / developer situation, various aspects of the opensource paradigm contribute to the success (or failure) of individual solutions. In the broader software makers' community, discussions about open source software development model (and associated business models – free beer) and about opensource ideology (free speech) and their advantages over the closed software development model last in various forms since the 1980's when Richard Stallman launched his GNU project. If nothing else, it is the variety of business models finding their niche on open source software that keeps the discussion running. It is not the aim of this presentation to spur again the discussion between free beerers and free speakers, a dichotomy that has some resemblance to the conflict between business and solidarity aspects of healthcare. Building on aspects of opensource observed in situations related to general IT (Eric S. Raymond's lessons on cathedrals and bazaars and further works), the presentation attempts to find how specifics of the healthcare sector influence these situations and how the advantages of open source can specifically attract various players in healthcare IT. The more general aim is to find if there exist some specific advantages, opportunities or risks of open source in health care. 
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