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One of the targets of the 2004 eHealth action plan was to encourage the sharing of good practice amongs peers from different countries and to  improve interoperability between eHealth services and tools. Open source software and open standards are seen as well suited to reach regional, or cross-boarder interoperability. However, there are significant barriers for public administrations to use open source software: it is sometimes difficult to find good quality applications which fits to the specific requirements of the public sector, there are legal uncertainities concerning the sharing and use of OSS solutions and at last, it is hard to get access to best practices of public administrations concerning open source software. 

The European Commission has created the Open Source Observatory and Repository (OSOR.eu) with the objective to support and encourage the collaborative development and re-use of publicly-financed free, libre and open source software (F/OSS) application developments for use in European public administrations. It is a platform for exchanging information, experiences and F/OSS-based code. At OSOR.eu visitors can find and freely download useful open source applications specifically made for the public sector, in addition to best practice studies and expert guidelines. News help the OSOR.eu users get informed of the ongoing activities in the domain of open source software and public administrations.
